Crime Survivor Support and Stability Act

Sponsored by Congresswoman Lateefah Simon (CA-12) and Emilia Sykes (OH-13)

Crime victimization remains an enormous public health and economic problem. According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics, there were about 6.4 million violent victimizations in 2023, and separate estimates suggest the economic cost (medical expenses, lost wages, mental health services, etc.) of violent victimization totals tens of billions annually. This financial toll falls hardest on survivors with the fewest resources and who are the least likely to access existing support systems.

When someone experiences violence, the impact can be devastating, leading to injury, trauma, and unexpected expenses for families and communities. Supporting survivors is an integral part of public safety and can break cycles of harm that perpetuate violence; prior victimization is one of the strongest predictors of future violence. Many states have implemented direct compensation programs to provide flexible cash assistance to survivors of crime for immediate expenses, such as safe housing and relocation, medical care, childcare, and legal and administrative costs.  

The Crime Survivor Support and Stability Act:
· Affirms that states should review and revise laws to ensure survivors adequately receive the support they need and enumerates survivor rights.

· Establishes a grant program within the Department of Justice’s Office for Victims of Crime to support community-based organizations in providing direct cash assistance to survivors of violence and/or their affected family members.

· Establishes a pilot program at the Bureau of Justice Statistics to conduct annual state-level victim needs surveys, building the evidence base for future investments.

Direct financial assistance improves safety, reduces hardship, and helps survivors engage with services, particularly when delivered through trusted community-based organizations. These organizations are best positioned to provide flexible, fast assistance to people who are often excluded from traditional systems, including survivors of domestic violence, immigrants, and those with prior justice involvement.

Endorsements: Just Safe, Californians for Safety and Justice, Alliance for Safety and Justice, Youth Alive, Communities United for Restorative Youth Justice (CURYJ), Legal Services for Prisoners with Children, Urban Peace Movement, Crime Survivors Speak, Shared Safety. 
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